
Why Mask Optional? 

Centers for Disease Control, New York State Department of Health and Monroe County 
Department of Public Health support mask optional protocols based on these metrics:  

• Vaccination rate 
• Hospitalization rates 
• Positivity rates 
• Pediatric hospitalization rates 

NYS DOH Metric Data: 

• New York has the highest rate of adults fully vaccinated for COVID-19 
• Highest rate of teenagers fully vaccinated for COVID-19 
• Second-highest rate of children ages 5-11 fully vaccinated for COVID-19 
• 98 percent decline in COVID-19 cases since the Omicron peak 
• Continuous downward trend in cases for 51 consecutive days 
• The number of children testing positive for COVID-19 is declining to levels not seen since 

before students returned from summer break 
• Pediatric hospitalizations have declined by roughly 80 percent since the Omicron peak 

PCSD’s Data: 

• Current Active Cases:  Two middle school and two elementary students 
• 14534 Zip Code and PCSD students have the highest COVID-19 vaccination rate in 

Monroe County 

Decision Making Process: 

• Collected Community Input by surveying PCSD staff and families (Jan./Feb. 2022):   
o 89% of families and 92% of staff said they already support and/or 

would consider supporting a mask optional protocol this school year 
if one or more conditions existed: lower Infection rate, lower hospitalization rate, 
access to tests, access to District-based testing, lower PCSD infection rate, access 
to masks, and the ability to open windows after Spring Break. 

• Recognize the importance of staying true to the mandates and guidance provided by the 
Centers for Disease Control, New York State Department of Health and Monroe County 
Department of Public Health.  

 

 

 

 

  



Masking Information:   

How to keep students safe. Sent by MCDPH using CDC data. 

 

 

• The current mandate refers to optional masking only.  
• All other protocols remain in effect. 
• How will we further keep students safe:   

o Layered Approach (see attached Q&A for details) 
 Continue to review, evaluate and adjust protocols as mandates and 

regulations are revised and metrics change.  
 Band and Chorus – continue with 3-feet social distancing, use bell 

covers on musical instruments, and masks are optional 
 Lunch and snack protocols – same as now with exception of mask 

optional 
 District-based COVID-19 testing clinics 
 Disinfecting 
 Visitors - Health screenings 
 Accessibility to KN95 masks 
 Take home COVID-19 tests 
 Open windows when possible 
 Health hygiene practices 
 Staying home when sick 
 Weekly random testing 
 Notification of two or more COVID-19 positive cases in an elementary 

classroom 
 

  



Mask Optional Q & A 
Rev. 3/1/2022 

 
Beginning March 2, 2022, masking in schools becomes optional for students, staff and visitors. 
Becoming mask-optional is the only COVID-19 protocol that PCSD is changing at this time. 
However, the District’s protocols will continue to be reviewed, evaluated and adjusted as 
mandates and regulations are revised, and metrics change.  
 
Mask shaming will not be tolerated, instead, please provide grace and understanding for 
each person’s individual decision. Everyone has their own story and reasons why they will 
mask or not and we need to respect that.  
 
For some, eliminating masks from their daily lives will be an easy transition. For others, it 
may be a habit they shed in some situations and continue to employ in other environments, 
and there are still others who will not feel comfortable eliminating masks from their daily lives 
at all. All of these perspectives are okay. 
 
What other protocols are changing on March 2, 2022?  
 
Optional masking is the only protocol that is changing at this time. These protocols remain 
intact for the time being:  
  

• Continue social distancing of 3-feet, whenever possible, in all schools.  
 

• Snack and lunch protocols, with the exception of required masking, remain in place.  
 

• In chorus and band, current protocols stay in place other than masks being optional; 
this includes 3-feet of social distancing. Bell covers will continue to be used on musical 
instruments. 

 
• High school students with an open period will continue to report to study hall. 

 
I want my child to continue to wear their mask. How will mask wearing be 
enforced for my child?  
 
Supporting students through the shift to a mask-optional school environment is a priority. We 
encourage you to discuss your preferences and expectations with your child. Teachers/staff 
will no longer be enforcing mask wearing.  
 
We also encourage parents/guardians to share with their children why others may choose 
differently. Different perspectives may be grounded in health concerns or different beliefs. All 
perspectives should be respected. 

What options are available for students who do not want to be around unmasked 
individuals? 
 
Teachers will not seat or group students by their mask preference. However, 3-feet of social 
distancing will be followed whenever possible, and students are allowed to leave class to get a 
KN95 mask if they need/want one. 
 
 



Is it appropriate for a staff member to ask a student to put on a mask?  
 
No, however, staff members have access at school to KN95 masks and shields for their own use.  
 
Will there be any masking protocol required for a symptomatic individual? What 
are staff to do with a student who appears symptomatic?  
 
Symptomatic students should be sent to the health office. Students will be offered a COVID-19 
test in the health office, with parent permission. Awaiting updated NYSDOH guidance on these 
protocols.  
 
Will the weekly random testing for students in health offices continue?  
 
Yes, this protocol will continue to be in effect.  
 
Where can students and staff members get a new KN95 mask? What is the 
recommendation for duration of use?  
 
KN95 masks are designed to be used for a few days, up to one week, and then disposed of. Staff 
and students will have access to masks in their school’s main office, as needed.  
 
What will the new quarantine and contact tracing protocols be with a now 
unmasked population?  
 
We are awaiting NYSDOH guidance on these protocols.  
 
Do un-vaccinated staff members need to continue with weekly testing? 
 
We are awaiting NYSDOH guidance on these protocols.  
 
If parents are not comfortable sending students to school, what are the options?  
 
There are District processes to allow for remote schooling (through BOCES) for those with 
significant medical needs, or homeschooling. Parents can work with their school principal to 
access these options.  
 
If we see a spike in cases, will we go back to masking?  
 
We will continue to follow the metrics closely and will follow all state and local mandates. The 
District is guided on a regular basis by MCDPH. 
 
Will visitors to our schools continue to be screened for COVID-19 symptoms?  
 
Health screening of visitors will continue. Visitors have the option of masking or not.  
 
What if Monroe County metrics move it into “high” risk zone? Will masking be 
reinstated?  
 
This will be a Monroe County Department of Public Health decision. 
 
 



 
Are masks required on school buses? 
 
No, Monroe County has defined school buses as an extension of the classroom/school.    
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